ME. WILLIAM O’BRIEN, M.P. 



RETURN to an Order of tbe Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 26 February 1880; — for, 

COPY "of Dr. O’Farrell’s Report as to Mr. "William O’Brien, m.p.” 



I visited Clonmel Prison yesterday, 4tli February, and carefully examined 
Mr. William O’Brien, m.p. I found him occupying a clean boarded cell, 
heated, notwithstanding the cold weather, to at least 60°, with a higher 
night temperature. 

Mr. O’Brien was lying in bed 011 two mattresses, with a plentiful supply 
of good and new bed covering. Receiving me courteously, and affording 
me every facility for examining him, he expressed himself as feeling well, 
and seemed in very good spirits. In reply to my questions, he said he had 
every confidence in the skill and kindness of the prison medical officer, and 
that the friction which occurred with liim last Thursday was owing to a 
misunderstanding on his own part. He stated that he had no complaint of 
any kind to make regarding his prison treatment; and that if the rule 
depriving him of his clothing had to be insisted on, he would say no 
excessive violence had been used in enforcing it. 

On my remarking that it was not easy to measure the exact degree of 
force necessary once a struggle was provoked, as official, like other human 
temper,, is unfortunately an imponderable quantity, Mr. O’Brien at once 
candidly said that the officials had displayed no temper on the occasion in 
question. 

My examination convinced me that while Mr. O’Brien is undoubtedly 
delicate, he has at present no active disease of any kind. His general 
condition would seem to me rather better now than that described in the 
Tullamore reports. 

He is, as is well known, a tall man of slight physique, with a narrow and 
ill-formed chest, and his family history is extremely bad. Nevertheless he 
stated that he had enjoyed for a considerable time good health, and that 
he has had no occasion to obtain any medical advice. Doubtless his nervous 
energy sustains him in great exertions, and the special development of the 
higher nervous centres is evidenced by his extreme nervous sensibility and 
his fervid imagination. 

Coming to the details of my examination, I observed that Mr. O’Brien is 
very thin, although it does not appear that there has been any recent loss 
of flesh. I found his skin cool, temperature normal (98°'2), pulse regular 
and slow (60 per minute) in the recumbent posture, heart sounds were 
normal in character and rhythm, but the cardiac impulse was somewhat 
weak ; respiration was quiet, air entering freely all parts of both lung3, but 
the slightly roughened breathing and lessened expansion of the upper part 
of the left side would indicate the seat of the lung mischief with which 
Mr. O’Brien was formerly threatened. 

40. Mr. O’Brien 
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Mr. O’Brien slept -well last night, and the only ailment of which he 
complained was a soreness in the left arm along the course of the biceps 
muscle, and which he stated might be due to rheumatism or a sprain. His 
dietary consists at present exclusively of bread and milk, as he has refused 
the claret prescribed by the medical officer. 

On the subject of wearing prison clothing, and associating with ordinary 
prisoners, Mr. O’Brien’s views seem to me as fixed and determined as 
those of a monomaniac ; and considering the subject in its bearing on the 
mental and bodily health of the prisoner, I concur in the recommendation 
of the prison medical officer, that Mr. O’Brien should be treated as a hospital 
patient, and that he should be allowed to supply his own clothing, as was 
done in the case of his Tullamore imprisonment. 

(signed) G. Plunkett O'Farrell. 

5th February 1889. 
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